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June 18 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1996

Memorandum on the Child Support Initiative
June 18, 1996

Memorandum for the Secretary of Labor

Subject: Child Support Initiative

I hereby direct you to assist in the implemen-
tation of the plan I am announcing today to
strengthen the child support system and pro-
mote parental responsibility.

I direct you to exercise your legal authority
in a manner that will assist the implementation
of the plan by encouraging those State employ-
ment security agencies that collect new-hire in-
formation for use in child support enforcement
to report such information to the Department
of Health and Human Service’s pilot program

for matching new-hire data with Federal Parent
Locator Service data in order to better track
parents owing child support who have taken a
job in another State.

The plan I have outlined will help strengthen
child support operations by toughening the pa-
ternity establishment requirements for applicants
for welfare and by enabling States to locate,
and withhold wages from, child support obligors
who have taken a job in another State. Its
prompt implementation is integral to achieving
our goal of promoting the American value of
parental responsibility.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Statement on the Russian Presidential Election
June 18, 1996

I spoke with President Yeltsin this morning
and conveyed through him to the Russian peo-
ple my warm congratulations on the election,
which is a success for Russia as a whole.

On Sunday, more than 70 million Russian citi-
zens—representing about 70 percent of the eli-
gible voters—voted in the first round of the
Presidential election that will determine who
will lead the Russian Federation for the next
4 years. They were able to choose among 10
candidates representing a wide range of political
views in a contested election. Russian and inter-
national observers have reported nothing thus

far to indicate any significant irregularities in
the voting process.

This is an important milestone in Russia’s his-
tory as a democracy and a welcome sign of
just how far that country has come in a few
short years. The runoff round will allow the
Russian people to complete the process of elect-
ing their President.

A critical element of our post-cold-war rela-
tionship with Russia is its continuing develop-
ment as a democracy. The United States will
remain steady in its policy of active engagement
with Russia to support political and economic
reform and Russia’s integration with the West.

Remarks on Church Burnings in the South and an Exchange With
Reporters
June 19, 1996

The President. I would like to welcome the
Governors, the other State elected officials who
are here, the commissioners of public safety who
are here, the Members of Congress who have
come together to discuss the problem of church

burnings, which has troubled so much of our
country. I expect that for our part we will cover
three areas today. We want to talk about the
efforts to prosecute those who are responsible
for these crimes, and we want to give a report
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